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"So we sit. We chant. We wrap each other’s pain in a unity of voices and sing. Deep in my 

heart, I do believe, we shall overcome someday. The greatest threat to crowd control is our 

individual yearning for something better. Maybe it is in the clouds, but it is definitely in 

company with each other. We are not hungry for the brains of the living—we have our own, 

thank you very much. We are yearning to connect with others, to be engaged in collective 

action. The greatest source of our self-defense against the mob mentality of law and order 

politics is each other. This is not a romantic notion of connection. It is not about connecting as 

couples or nice, neat households. Not because we are friends or lovers or because we share a 

common social network, but because we know and share a common knowledge that the 

personal is political, but the impersonal is powerful. Our greatest liability is thinking we have 

to go it alone. That we should trust no one. That no one gets us, or our struggle. That we are 

surrounded by those who will misread and abuse us. No doubt they are. No doubt they will. No 

doubt they are legion. But they are not the end of our world. Even if they kill us. Chances are 

they all have their own struggles too. Strength in numbers is not only about meeting the might 

of the opposition with everything we got. It’s about each of us finding strength in ourselves we 

never knew possible at the side of another we don’t have to share blood or fluids with to feel. It

is about fellowship within the fray of friction. We might not all feel the same for the same 

reasons, but we don’t have to. We are not mercenaries. We are defending ourselves against the 

modern threats of mass disposability. We are not just hungry, we are starving. We could become

one rather than scramble to defend our stuff and our families. Together, there are no individual 

selves to be defended. Together, self-defense is collective transformation."


